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Other ind ustries Assessed against Speciﬁc’ regiona”y tailored criteria for p|anning’ imp|ementation and of ?:Ur Partnerj aCtI_VItleS II"] managl?gihe heaItT of O.Ur indigenous cultural heritage sites associated with our M A C K AY_ W H I T S U N D AY Stewardship The marine offshore water quality results again scored an A.
fid outcomes through consistent reporting frameworks in the 2015/16 period. waterways and marine environments. Youcan also sishUp— waterways and marine environments are also included o A Q
confidence o® g p g p to our newsletter to receive regular updates on what the for the firet fime. ﬁlgnlflTanFly, the ngmbers of juvenile corals on offshore reefs
2014/15 . . i . . i Partnership and Partners are doing. ave also increased.
/ very effective ) effective ) partially effective . ineffective . . . . D
"‘gcoollﬁe/lé management practice management practice management practice management practice Information and data used in this report card have been IMPROVE Stewardship scores across all industries in the Region were

assurance by the Reef Water Quality Protection Plan
Independent Science Panel.

provided by a variety of sources and assessed for quality : METHODS similar to the previous year. A,/‘

Cape Hillsborough and islands of the Whitsundays are home n
to some very important cultural heritage sites related to C@D
waterways/the marine environment.

%-Heavy industry Heavy industrial companies in the sugar milling, meat processing, coal handling and
mineral sands industries in the Region were assessed in 2014/15 and againin 2015/16.
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ABOUT THE REPORT CARD

The report card indicators were developed for the pilot report card in 2014 based on the identification of key regional
drivers and pressures in the Mackay-Whitsunday Region outlined below and on the map opposite. A review process was
undertaken by the Partnership’s Technical Working Group and the Reef Water Quality Protection Plan Independent
Science Panel during 2015/16. Results of this review process can be accessed on our website (www.healthyriverstoreef.

org.au/report-card/technical-reports). The ‘coasters’ opposite show the indicators that make up the overall score for the

relevant freshwater river basin, estuarine, inshore and offshore marine reporting zones on the map opposite.

Regional e [gAV/=Ia-B Regional drivers are the major factors affecting ecosystem health in the Region.
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Nutrient —, sediment —a and contaminant inputs from land based activities put
pressure on waterways from the top of the river basins to the offshore reef (see map right).

Pressures

FRESHWATER ESTUARINE INSHORE OFFSHORE
e . Sewage - Tourism and - A
/f//‘{i&\ Agrlculture discharge «._4,,\ recreation \\ Shlppmg
ﬁ \ . Urban Urban ; -
”‘\ Grazing ’{\\ development ’{\\ development RN Fishing

’ O\ Urban

MmN\ Port
\ development N development

9‘;,\ Shipping, ports _~—_ Tourismand
-E%‘:\\ and marinas 5’}/\ recreation

Fishing ‘—‘ b,

‘ Water resource

development wi, Fishing

I d. t These indicators have been selected based on their sensitivity to changed conditions, their
naicators association with pressures in the Region and their alignment with Partnership objectives.
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ESTUARINE
Overall score

\/

FRESHWATER

Overall score Overall score Overall score

R To find out what our Partners are doing to manage the health of our waterways and
esponse marine environments, visit our website: www.healthyriverstoreef.org.au/ourpartners
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All datais from the 2014/15 year. In
the pilot report card chlorophyll-a
was combined with the ‘nutrients’
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itis reported as its own indicator (this
is also the case for estuarine). Seagrass
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revised in subsequent report
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Data confidence
Confidence surrounding the data for each indicator

was assessed using the framework developed for the High eeeee
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YINDIGENOUS CULTURAL HERITAGE ASSESSMENTS

FECONOMIC

The Partnership places great
importance in understanding —I-‘D RG‘ (X
both the value and condition of :
indigenous cultural heritage sites
related to waterways and the marine (4 e
environment in the Region. During 2016

the Mackay-Whitsunday Traditional Owner Reference
Group (who are representatives of the Gia, Ngaro, Juru,
Yuwibara, Koinmerburra and Barada/Wiri Traditional
Owner groups), along with external consultants Terra
Rosa and Reef Catchments staff, undertook site
assessments at St Helens, Cape Hillsborough and at
Whitsunday, Hook and South Molle Islands.

Traditional Owner Reference Group

MacKmJ-ersuMmg'Isaact“z
°
.0'

Twenty-one sites were assessed against a series of holistic
criteria that examined the health of the site, the ways in
which sites are valued, and the level of cultural maintenance
and protection of the site. It is the Partnership’s intention to
re-assess these sites in the future, as well as include more
sites into the assessment. For further information please

visit www.healthyriverstoreef.org.au.

]
v
CULTURAL
MAINTENANCE

]
cED

N CAPE
HILLSBOROUGH

< K —*‘M—»

Rockshelter at Nara Inlet on Hook Island
© Terra Rosa 2016
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ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FACTORS IN OUR REGION

Reef jobs
® 00

31% of surveyed residents* in the
Region rely on the Reef for at least
part of their income (2013/14)

Ports Tourism

14 7 %00

of commaodities shipped through the
Ports of Mackay, Hay Point and
Abbot Point in 2014/15

Agriculture

$443mi||ion

value of agriculture in the Mackay-
Whitsunday Region (2015/16)

1 1 tourism dollarsispent in
$ ) the Mackaysand
billion Whitsunday Regions

Fisheries

65 8 landed in 2014/15
in the Region’s

tOn NEeS commercial fisheries

of Queensland’s
coal came from

of all Great Barrier Reef Mackay-
tourism is centred in Whitsunday-
the Whitsunday Region Isaac mines in
(2015/16) 2014/15

How are our communities connected to the Region’s waterways and marine environment?

(o)
A) of surveyed

5 residents*

went to the Great Barrier
Reefin2013/14

(o)
A) of surveyed

6 residents*

feel the Reef is part of
their identity

(o)
A) of surveyed

5 residents*

think the Great Barrier
Reef is a valuable asset for
the region’s economy

oy Of surveyed
94 /) residents and
tourists*

were satisfied with their
visits to the Reef in
2013/14

* 650 respondents. Data is from 2013-14. Further information can be found at www.healthyriverstoreef.org.au/report-card/technical-reports,
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